THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
of many thousands of children from the labour market would
tend to decrease unemployment. The Labour Party has always
contrasted the huge expenditure on armaments with the
paltry sums spent on Education. When Labour took office in
1929, the Government postponed the introduction of an
Education Bill until forced by the protests of its supporters.
MacDonald's attitude to the Education Bill had never
been enthusiastic. He would gladly have prevented its intro-
duction, and, indeed, he had been successful in delaying it
for many months. Sir Charles Trevelyan, the Minister of
Education, a keen enthusiast, had been urging the Government
to allow him to introduce a Bill raising the school age.
Although this was one of the most urgent questions on the
Party programme, the Prime Minister was unwilling to intro-
duce a measure that might prove unpopular. When he could
no longer resist the protests of Labour Members, he yielded,
and a Bill was introduced to extend the school-leaving age
by one year. After many vicissitudes, it was withdrawn,
and negotiations took place between the religious bodies
interested.
There had been keen disagreement on the financial aspect
of the question, particularly over the assistance which should
be given to Catholic, Anglican, and other non-provided schools,
A proposal that not more than 75 per cent and not less than
50 per cent of the cost of improving and reconditioning
schools to meet the requirements should be met from public
funds was put forward by Sir Charles Trevelyan and agreed
to by the majority of the interests concerned. This would
have secured the passage of the Bill through both Houses
of Parliament, but MacDonald intervened and would not
allow Trevelyan to incorporate this proposal in the Bill.
The Bill now before the House made no provision for giving
special assistance to non-provided schools.
The first warning of trouble to come was given when the
Tory benches began to become packed with wildly excited
Members. There was a great tumult of talking and laughing
and eager questionings. The Tories were evidently out for a
rag. It was known generally that the Government were having
trouble with their own supporters, and, in anticipation of a
crisis, the hosts of the Opposition were assembled in strength.
252